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Talking Points
Illinois Breast & Cervical Cancer Program:
The Illinois Breast and Cervical Cancer Program offers free mammograms, breast exams, pelvic exams and Pap
tests to eligible women. In 2020, we estimate that 11,020 women will be diagnosed with breast cancer and
3,390 women will be diagnosed with cervical cancer. We need to ensure women have access to screenings.
We are asking the IL General Assembly to support $14.5 million dollars for IBCCP in the FY21 budget.
Medicaid Coverage of Clinical Trials:
Clinical trials are the base of our scientific advancements yet not everyone has equal access to them. Clinical
trials are critical to advancing life-saving cancer treatments. Patient participation in trials is crucial to this
success. Currently the Medicaid program is one of the few remaining insurance programs in the U.S. that is not
required to cover routine care for patients in cancer clinical trials. Although several states require Medicaid
plans to offer this coverage, Illinois is not one of them.
Because routine costs would be paid for by Medicaid if the patient were not on a clinical trial, it is generally
assumed that there is no or minimal cost differential for Medicaid to cover these costs within a clinical trial.
More than 20% of Illinoisans are covered by Medicaid, the second largest type of insurance behind Medicare.
The program serves children, disabled adults, lower income adults, and seniors. 36% of Illinois children are
enrolled in Medicaid. Children who face critical illnesses and diseases deserve access to clinical trials.
That is why we are working with Senator Manar and Representative Lilly on SB2499. Ask your senator and
representative to support and cosponsor SB2499 to ensure all patients have access to clinical trials.
Out of Pocket:
As the cost of health care continues to rise, many consumers and patients see their out-of-pocket
responsibility increase year after year. Patients facing extremely high out-of-pocket prescription costs are
often forced to go deep into debt just to access the medication they need to stay alive. Some even forego
needed medication because they simply cannot afford it.
Health plans that include coinsurance — in which patients are responsible for paying a percentage of the
drug’s price — are particularly challenging for patients with chronic diseases. In Illinois, the average
coinsurance is 45% of the costs of the medicines under these plans. No plan available on the IL exchanges
offers copay options for specialty medicines.
House Bill 4477 would help address these burdens by offering more coverage choices for Illinoisans. Patient
could choose a plan that fits their prescription drug needs.
Ask your representative and senator to give patients a choice so they can better plan and predict their
prescription drugs costs by supporting and cosponsoring HB4477.
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