Clinician Follow Up Reference for Supportive Care

Family/Caregiver Concerns —
“YES” to Concerns about my children

Start With :
Asking the patient the Approach Next Step Timing
below questions
If the children are notaware of theillness:

watarevon L o saopana o | (et

specific concerns to discuss’with ch?ldren hothLeir lives e Idllfespeugllst,

aboutyour children? T ’ } counselor, social worker,

f':lre beingi mpacFed and/or will be cancer resource/ support
impacted. (Seelinks below) center resources or

How old areyour . . ) .

children? Is therfean|.ncrease|r.1problemat|c' chaplalns.. ' .

« Ifyoung whois behaviors sincelearning about theillness? e C«:an aSS'IStWIth family Discuss
their primary For examplei ' discussions o same day if
caregiver? * notenjoying whatthey typically have * Maybeableto ass!stwnh possible

enjoyed priorto diagnosis? temporary caretaking

Do they know about . as.kin.g forrepeated reassurances? resources Acute —

yourillness? Ifso, . cllnglerthan b(.efore? . * Can offer additional help within 24

what do they know? . changes.:mthewsleep&appetlte? and support hours if

* Has their performancein school * Can theduIean interfering
Are youtoosickto chg r?g.ed? ) ) @ ppomtmentfor with care
carefor your Ifexhlbltlng,d.ocumentln patlept EMR assessmentW|th.
: thatstates children are not coping counselor or social i
children? . . . . e Routine -
well/displaying problematic behavior. worker if children are not within 1
If patientfeelsthattheyaretoo sick to coplngwel‘l/dlspla\(mg weekifnot
carefor theirchildren, ask the patientif problematicbehaviors interfering
they need help with caregiving If the children are displaying with care
arrangements for their children. problematicbehaviors, a
* Howwouldyou feel about sharing this referral to family/child
concern with yourfamily, friends, specific psychosocial
community groups or faith community services may be considered.
as a wayto seek support?
Ifthereis a negative effecton the lS_Iha rde Patient links a r‘d
children’s schooling, suggest patienthave andoutsasappropriate
a discussionwith theteacherand/or See Reference Link Below
school social worker.
Notes
Stages I-lll: Cancer Support Centers often have programsand servicesto help families. See Reference links below for information

on how totalkto children about a loved one’s cancer.

Stage IV: For single parents proper legalpaperworkis need to determine custody plansfor children under the age of 18 for when
a parentis nolongerable to careforthe children. Patients may need help in securing legal assistance.

Patient Links and Handouts: References:
Ameri iety, Hel ping Children When » The ASCO Post, Helping Patients Talk to Their
Family Member H ncer Children About Cancer, Paula K. Rauch, MD
» CANCERCare® Online Support Groups, share

r.Net, Talking With Your Children
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CSOC Patient Handout can be accessed at:

http://cancer-help.me/children

The information cortained in this document is designed tohelpa cancer patient but may nat reflect the latest guidance or current standard of practice. Equal
Hope is not licersed to provide any medcal or clinical advice and cannot provide any assurance as to the accuracy or relevan ce of any information in this

document anddisxclaimsall warranties of any kind or responsihilitywhatsoever regarding its content, use, or application. Under no circumstances should any
information be understood to be medical advice.
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http://www.ascopost.com/issues/october-15-2014/helping-patients-talk-to-their-children-about-cancer/
https://www.cancercare.org/tagged/support_groups
http://www.cancer.org/treatment/childrenandcancer/helpingchildrenwhenafamilymemberhascancer/index
http://www.cancer.net/coping-with-cancer/talking-with-family-and-friends/talking-about-cancer/talking-with-your-children
http://www.cancer.net/coping-with-cancer/talking-with-family-and-friends
http://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/coping/adjusting-to-cancer/talk-to-children
http://www.cancercare.org/publications/49-helping_children_understand_cancer_talking_to_your_kids_about_your_diagnosis
http://cancer-help.me/children

